
TH
E Irish Wolfhound Foundation

Focus
Audrey St Clair, Editor

537 Hackman Rd.
Lititz, PA 17543

thecoopersinn@aol.com
717-626-2658

Focus is a publication of The Irish Wolf-
hound Foundation, Inc. No portion of this 
newsletter may be reprinted without the 
express permission of the editor.

Focus

The Irish Wolfhound
Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 

charitable organization. Your 
donation is tax deductible to the 

full amount allowed by law.

The Irish Wolfhound 
Foundation, Inc.

Officers and Directors

President ...................... Doug Marx 

Vice-President  ..... Frances Abrams 

Secretary ...............Mary O’Malley 

Treasurer ....................David Milne 

Director .......Mariellen Dentino, M.D. 

Director .................Eugenia Hunter 

Director ................ Thomas Powers 

Director .................. Richard Staudt 

Director .................Audrey St Clair 

Director ............Peter R. Van Brunt 

Honorary Director .... Michael Fullwood 

Honorary Director ......Kathy Wilson

www.iwfoundation.org

Summer 2015

by Ann Sury, SCIWC,  
Rescue Chair

The IW Specialty this year in Greeley Colorado was a 
wonderful event.  I was fortunate to be able to attend and 
represent the work of SCIWC Rescue. 

For me personally, it was very exciting to attend my 
first Specialty and share the story of “The Texas 72”.  

Thanks to Deborah Sanders of the Rocky Mountain group, 
I was able to have a booth to help tell the story.  The booth 
included a notebook of submitted diaries, framed feature 
stories, electronic frame slideshow of early pictures I 
took of hounds and large framed visuals of the chrono-
logical steps during the rescue process.  While there, I had 
the opportunity to meet rescue members from other states 
to discuss their rescue experiences.  Products were sold 
in the booth with proceeds benefiting rescue.  Dedicated 

space on our club website now features these items so 
ongoing orders can benefit the Rescue cause.

“The Texas 72” presentation during the Specialty that 

Dr. Melanie Mercer gave, was well received and got a 
standing ovation to a packed room.  Lady, #737 and her 
owner, Kim, who live in Colorado, visited the booth and 
presentation.  Beth & her husband, that own Shae #688, 
flew in from Alaska to attend the Specialty.  They helped 

at the booth and shared their perspective on what it’s been 
like having one of these hounds.  She attended the Auc-
tion and now has several more IW items due to winning 
bids.  On the way back to Dallas, Melanie & I stopped by 
the Bowens in Colorado.  It was heartwarming to see how 
great Atticus, #663 is doing. Randy & Shannon Bowen 
generously donated a wonderful pottery piece that was 
sold during the Specialty’s live auction.

SCIWC member, Melanie Mercer was formally elect-
ed Vice President for IWCA.  She chairs a newly formed 
Rescue Committee that will make recommendations to 
the Board on improving policies and procedures for Res-
cue.  She also co-chairs the Liaison Committee. Melanie 
was honored with the AKC Sportsmanship Award at the 

Judge’s Dinner.  IWCA commissioned a piece by Margie 
Milne to recognize the Houston SPCA for their service 
to “The Texas 72”.  It will be accompanied by a $1000 

check from IWCA to the HSPCA.
I wish to thank the members of the Foundation for 

their continued financial support of “The Texas 72”.  It 

was my pleasure to attend the Specialty and share what 
good can come out of a bad situation.  My hope is to help 
efforts to aid future rescues and prevent a situation like 
this from happening again.  In the meantime, much prog-
ress has been made with the Fostered or Adopted hounds.  
Small steps translate to big achievements when they can 
go through a doorway, come into a room, can be touched 
or even walk on a leash.  I applaud the Mentors, Rescue 
Committee members and Foster/Adoptive homes for their 
dedication and commitment.  We celebrate success how-
ever small.  At this writing, there are only five challenging 

hounds left to place.  Please enjoy the few individual suc-
cess stories that I have provided to the FOCUS.
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In a normal heartbeat the atria (upper or filling chambers of the 

heart) contract and send a signal to the ventricles (lower or pumping 
chambers of the heart) to contract. When the ventricle contracts early 
without the usual signal from the atria it is called a premature ven-
tricular contraction or PVC. If the atria or upper chamber contracts 
early it is called an APC or atrial premature contraction. 

APCs may be a precursor to atrial fibrillation but they are not asso-
ciated with sudden death. Although single PVCs are not symptomatic, 
sometimes these early beats come from different sites in the ventricle 
(multifocal) and or occur in multiples (couplets,triplets). This can lead 
to ventricular tachycardia or ventricular fibrillation and these rhythms 

are associated with fainting and even sudden death. In certain breeds 
such as Boxers or Dobermans PVCs on a screening EKG are a known 
precursor to DCM (dilated cardiomyopathy) or sudden death.

PVCs are a sporadic arrhythmia and thus the incidence is not cer-
tain in the IW. 

In Germany 2.6% of hounds were reported to have PVCs on screen-
ing Ekgs done at a veterinary hospital in asymptomatic hounds.

In England an incidence of 4% was reported. These screening 
EKGs were done at shows and at private kennels.

In the Lifetime Cardiac Study (USA) 2.6% of asymptomatic 
hounds had PVCs on the entry EKG. These EKGs were done at shows 
or iw gatherings.

Many of these hounds continued in the LCS, and follow- up ekgs 
were available on 65 hounds with PVCs .

In this population of 65 asymptomatic hounds with PVCs on a 
screening EKG, 17 or 26.1% did NOT have PVCs on subsequent 
EKGs. Multiple abnormalities including AVBlock (16.9%) and APCs 
(12.3%) were noted on follow- up EKGs in this population and were 
usually transient. 18.4% of this population developed atrial fibrilla-
tion during follow up.

Echocardiograms were available on 23 of these hounds. No hound 
with PVCs as the only arrhythmia had an abnormal echocardiogram. 
No hound in the PVC only population developed DCM (dilated car-
diomyopathy).

Date of death and cause of death information was available on 26 
dogs and 31 bitches with PVCs. For this population mean age at death 
was 8.2 years- bitches 8.6 years and dogs 7.7 years.

There were 4 reported sudden deaths- 3 within a year of the tracing 
with PVCs. In the LCS total database the incidence of sudden death 
in the general population was 3.9% and in the overall PVC population 
was 9.6%. 

Nine hounds had many years of normal EKGs and within a year 
of developing PVCs 7 had died of osteosarcoma and 2 of lymphoma. 
Cardiac irritability shown by this arrhythmia may reflect the inflam-
matory nature of certain malignancies. 

The IWF supported a study with Dr. K.E. Schmitt to examine 
the hypothesis that PVCs on a screening EKG in the IW were a be-
nign arrhythmia not associated with structural heart disease or clini-
cal consequences. 19 hounds entered the study with an EKG,holter 
monitor,blood work (there are metabolic conditions that can cause 
PVCs),and echocardiogram. On holter exam there were 7 dogs with 
worrisome ventricular arrhythmias although the screening EKG had 
shown only benign appearing PVCs. 6 of these hounds were started 
on medication for the ventricular arrhythmias. At the end of the study 
period 13 dogs were deceased. 11 were non cardiac and 2 dogs had 
sudden death. 

The IWF has continued to fund investigation into this arrhyth-
mia. Dr. Bill Tyrrell et al will follow 15 IWs with PVCs on screening 
EKGS and NO worrisome ventricular arrhythmia on holter monitor. 
Blood work and echo will be obtained at initiation into the study. The 
hounds will have yearly echo, EKG and holter monitor and be fol-
lowed through their lifetime.

This study will hopefully provide data for vets and owners that in 
THIS population of IWs PVCs ARE a benign arrhythmia .

Hounds are still needed to participate in this study.

In the population of 65 asymptomatic IWs with PVCs on a screen-
ing EKG 26.1% did not have them on subsequent EKGs.

In the LCS data the mean age at death in a population of 819 

Submitted by Mariellen Dentino MD
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hounds was 7.4 years and mean age at death in the PVC population(65 
hounds) was 8.2 years. So certainly PVCs are not a predictor of early 
death in the Irish Wolfhound.

There were no abnormal Echos reported in this population and no 
hound in the PVC only population died of DCM. PVCs are NOT a 
precursor to DCM in the Irish Wolfhound.

The incidence of sudden death in this population was much higher 
than in the general population (9.6% vs 3.9%). This plus the surpris-
ing number of serious arrhythmias found on holter monitors in this 
population suggest PVCs are NOT ALWAYS a benign arrhythmia in 
an asymptomatic hound. 

All data suggests that IWs with PVCs should have a holter moni-
tor.

PVCs in an asymptomatic hound with a benign holter monitor 
exam are felt to be a benign arrhythmia in the Irish wolfhound. Data 
is being collected to examine this hypothesis.

In older hounds with many years of normal EKGs the appearance 
of PVCs may suggest an underlying malignancy- in the data it was 
osteosarcoma or lymphoma.

In the population with date of death/cause of death follow-up 
available, there were 31 bitches and 26 dogs. In most sub populations 
there were slightly more bitches than dogs but no real difference in 
sexes could be identified.

Submitted by Frances Abrams
In addition to providing the testing at the IWCA Specialty, Dr. 

Steven Roberts provided a summary of eye diseases and their oc-
currence in the Irish Wolfhound based on the CERF/OFA research 
database  Unlike the open databases such as the Canine Health Infor-
mation Center (CHIC) this includes all dogs tested for certification.  

Unfortunately, over the period from 1991-1999 there were only 511 
Irish Wolfhounds tested.  From 2000-2009, 750 IWs were tested and 
from 2010-2012 only 221 were tested.  While this points to a slight 
upward trend, it is clear that most owners are not testing their dogs at 
all, let alone on an annual basis.

Problems in the IW Breed (1991-2012)
The most common lesion overall was distichaisis, a disease in 

which eyelashes are abnormally located on the eyelid margin. This 
can occur at any point in a dog’s life. Inheritance is not understood, 

although it appears to be more common in some breeds than others. 
This condition can be quite painful to the dog.  Approximately 5.2% 
of wolfhounds tested had this problem.

Second most common was iris cysts, with about 5% of dogs af-
fected. These are fluid filled sacs arising from the iris, to which they 

may remain attached or break free. They usually occur in adult dogs. 
Again, inheritance is unknown but these generally do not affect vi-
sion. This does not affect breeding but should be noted.

Cataracts cause opacity of the lens and can cause blindness but 
some occur as part of the aging process, some are caused by trauma, 
and some are the result of infectious or metabolic disease. The pru-
dent approach is to assume cataracts are hereditary where no other 
cause is known. A large number of the cataracts found in IWs were 
“unspecified” but there were many in the anterior and posterior cor-
tex. 181 dogs of the 1482 had either a cataract or an incipient cataract. 
This, however, covers a wide variety of categories.

Progressive retinal atrophy (PRA) is a degenerative disease of the 
retina that progresses to blindness. This is known to occur in Irish 
Wolfhounds and to be heritable in all dogs.  It can be detected with an 
electroretinogram (not part of standard screening) prior to clinical de-
tection. In this population of 1482 dogs, only 2 dogs with PRA were 
identified. A concerted effort to remove carriers from the breeding 

population by wolfhound owners appears to have been effective in 
preventing this disease, again indicating the value of routine testing. 
This is also the only disease that has a presumed autosomal recessive 
inheritance.

Another disease assumed to be inherited is retinal dysplasia. This 
comes in a variety of forms. The majority of affected wolfhounds 
seem to have retinal folds, which may resolve with maturity, may not 
affect vision and do not necessarily preclude breeding. A few dogs 
with geographic retinal dysplasia were found in the population tested. 
It is recommended that these dogs not be bred, although the heritabil-
ity is not actually known.

Testing Results
The results for the dogs tested this year are provided below. Most 

dogs were normal or had findings that were minor. However one dog 

had a tumor. Fortunately, with early detection, the tumor was treat-
able. This points to the importance of regular eye testing, not just for 
breeding, but for the health of your dog. 

Thanks again to Dr. Roberts of the Animal Eye Center in Greeley 
and his staff, Rachel Fulton and Brenda Roberts for running the eye 
testing. They were an amazing team. And  thanks also to my excellent 
volunteers Ron Rutter, Sally Love and Beth Stobart who held dogs.

Irish Wolfhound Eye Certification Clinic
Animal Eye Center; Dr. Steve Roberts, 215 W. 67th Ct, Loveland, CO

Hosted at the Irish Wolfhound Specialty - 5/25/2015; Greeley, CO

Gender Age (yrs)

Eye Findings Male Female 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Normal 7 7 3 4 4 1 2

Disticha 2 2

Cataract 2 1 2 1

Corneal dystrophy 1 1

Persistent Pupillary Membrane - iris to iris 1 1

Iris melanoma 1 1

Lens sclerosis (normal aging change) 1 1

Total 10 13 23
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Ginny wanted to be invisible during her stay at both 
the HSPCA and Prestonwood Kennels. She was 
in need of special attention and became Michael’s 
‘special project’ in Austin where Baire was also being 
fostered in October. Patience paid off. 

Margo will never forget the moment that she and her 
husband spotted Ginny, in January 2015. She was 
huddled on a soft mattress, trying to be invisible. In 
spite of four months of loving care with her foster 
family, she was still terribly shy and fearful. She sat 
next to Ginny for 30 minutes, not looking at her as 
she quietly placed her favorite treats nearby. One by 
one, she nibbled the snacks; until finally, she licked 
Margo’s hand in thanks. That was it. She loved Ginny.

These days, Ginny shares the home with four  
rambunctious Golden Retrievers and one crabby, 
elderly Beagle mix. They celebrate Ginny’s small 
victories:
•  Sleeping all night in their bedroom, surrounded by 
   Golden Retrievers
•  Strolling through the house slowly (no bolting)
•  Coming inside when called, instead of running the 
   other way
•  Relaxing with Margo in her office
•  Romping and wrestling and playing bitey face with 
   her best pal, Bijou the Golden Retriever
•  Approaching Margo (!) as she stands nearby
•  Staying nearby when friends come to visit, instead  
   of fleeing to hide

They realize that it may be months or years before 
Ginny is entirely comfortable with her strange new 
world. That is all right with them. They have the time, 
and the patience. Ginny is worth waiting for.

My Motto: Bark early and often/what’s mine is mine, 
what’s yours I can steal/are you going to eat that? 
At all costs be dignified,

Turn-ons: (anything that looks like a rabbit)

Favorite Snack: Freeze dried Duck Hearts & 
scrambled eggs

Greatest achievement: Holds a Dogtorate I Psychology

Ginny, #746
Ginny rarely moved. She wished to be invisible.

I’m most neurotic about:  Humans coming near me 
when I stand upright.

Biggest lie I ever told: “no, I haven’t eaten yet.     

Most enjoyable thing I’ve ever chewed up:  3 bedroom 
window sills

My best qualities:  I have a heart of gold.    

Favorite sleeping position:  Upside down with my feet 
in the air.

Anything else we should know about you? (I yawn 
every time someone talks sweet to me).

What I do for fun:  I run laps in the yard &  throw toys 
in the air.

Favorite hobby:  Digging giant holes in the backyard.  
She is a Super Destructo Excavator.

Strangest dream: I won the limbo contest.

If I weren’t a dog I’d be a: Librarian, because I am 
very, very quiet.
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Early Sunday morning, October 5, 2014, Donna Drake 
started her five hour drive from the allas area to ouston, 
to pick up  Irish olfhound puppies. She had no idea what 
to expect.

The puppies were housed in a separate area from  
the adult wolfhounds.  After a brief visit to see the puppies 
she was taken to the area where the adults were housed.  

hat she saw was heart breaking and emotionally difficult 
to describe even today. 

The girls were referred to by number and estimated to be 
approximately  months old. ne of the girls was severely 
underweight at  pounds, weak with general muscular 
wasting. The other girl was approximately  and appeared 
in slightly better condition. n arrival at the S CA on 
September , both were saturated with urine, covered in 
feces and infested with live fleas and flea dirt.  They were 
also found to be positive for hookworm, guardia and  
demodex.  They were cleaned up and started on treatment 
for worms, diarrhea and fleas.  

There was ust something about the tiny one with bright, 
dark eyes and a sweet, hopeful expression. That was when 
she became Sweetie. She was so weak she had trouble 
walking from the house to the grass, so the patio became 
her potty area for about a month.  She also never barked in 
the beginning.  After the first week onna scheduled a visit 
to her vet for an exam and  bloodwork.  hat the blood 
work revealed to us was liver dysfunction.  In early ov. she 
underwent a nuclear medicine study with ultrasound that 
confirmed a large, intrahepatic  portosystemic shunt within 
the mid liver. After being in her care for the first month her 
weight went from  pounds to  pounds.

The next step was for her to have a consultation with an 

Sweetie, #644
A lucky puppy was one of the first hounds to leave the ouston S CA  
bound for allas.

The next step was for her to have a consultation with an internal medicine vet for medical management and treatment 
options.  After the consultation she was placed on a prescription hepatic diet. She was also placed on actulose and 
antibiotic ( actulose is a laxative to help rid the intestines of ammonia toxins produced in the liver).  Almost immediately 
after starting the hepatic diet and medications her strength increased. She became very active when out with the other 
dogs, her weight was up to  pounds and she discovered her bark which she exercised fre uently and loudly. 

er next appointment with the internal medicine vet was in early ebruary approximately  months after starting  
medical management, her weight was up to  pounds.  ong term treatment options discussed included medical 
management, surgical correction of the shunt or a new minimally invasive procedure called ercutaneous  
Trans ugular Coil mboli ation ( TC ).  It was decided early on that the complicated surgical procedure was not an op-
tion for Sweetie due to the si e and location of her shunt. TC  looked promising but is a new procedure only  
being done at a few centers across the S.  uckily, Texas A M eterinary Teaching ospital is one of those centers.  

ebruary was a special month for Sweetie and her household. n ebruary , , the rake s final adoption of 
Sweetie was approved by SCI C. 

n April , , Sweetie and onna traveled to Texas A M to start the evaluation.  As of May ,  no decision 
has been made.  As we wait, Sweetie continues to progress with medical management, as of May , her weight was 
up to  pounds.  She loves being outside with the other dogs (  wolfhounds and a three-legged greyhound) and gets 
involved in the chase when they try to catch s uirrels. Sweetie is a friendly, tail wagging, outgoing youngster who loves 
to visit etsmart, Three og akery and go for walks in the neighborhood. She seems to think any person or dog she 
encounters on her outings are there ust for her.

e don t know what is in store for Sweetie but we do know that she is en oying life now.  If she crossed the Rainbow 
ridge tomorrow she has had a caring, loving home for the last  months.  e are hopeful she will be with us for many 

months and hopefully, years to come.

Many thanks to SCI C, the tireless volunteers in the ouston area and the foster adoptive homes for all of these dogs. 
 

Ginny wanted to be invisible during her stay at both the HSP-
CA and Prestonwood Kennels. She was in need of special at-
tention and became Michael’s ‘special project’ in Austin where 
Baire was also being fostered in October. Patience paid off. 

Margo will never forget the moment that she and her husband 
spotted Ginny, in January 2015. She was huddled on a soft 
mattress, trying to be invisible. In spite of four months of lov-
ing care with her foster family, she was still terribly shy and 
fearful. She sat next to Ginny for 30 minutes, not looking at 
her as she quietly placed her favorite treats nearby. One by 
one, she nibbled the snacks; until finally, she licked Margo’s 
hand in thanks. That was it. She loved Ginny. 

These days, Ginny shares the home with four rambunctious 
Golden Retrievers and one crabby, elderly Beagle mix. They cel-
ebrate Ginny’s small victories:
• Sleeping all night in their bedroom, surrounded by Golden Re-
trievers
• Strolling through the house slowly (no bolting)
• Coming inside when called, instead of running the other way
• Relaxing with Margo in her office
• Romping and wrestling and playing bitey face with her best pal, 
Bijou the Golden Retriever
• Approaching Margo (!) as she stands nearby
• Staying nearby when friends come to visit, instead of fleeing 
to hide
They realize that it may be months or years before Ginny is en-
tirely comfortable with her strange new world. That is all right with 
them. They have the time, and the patience. Ginny is worth wait-
ing for. 
My Motto: Bark early and often/what’s mine is mine, what’s yours 
I can steal/are you going to eat that? At all costs be dignified,

Turn-ons: (anything that looks like a rabbit)

Favorite Snack: Freeze dried Duck Hearts & scrambled eggs

Greatest achievement: Holds a Dogtorate I Psychology
Ginny, #746 Ginny rarely moved. She wished to be invisible.

I’m most neurotic about: Humans coming near me when I stand 
upright.

Biggest lie I ever told: “no, I haven’t eaten yet.

Most enjoyable thing I’ve ever chewed up: 3 bedroom window sills

My best qualities: I have a heart of gold.

Favorite sleeping position: Upside down with my feet in the air.

Anything else we should know about you? (I yawn every time 
someone talks sweet to me).

What I do for fun: I run laps in the yard & throw toys in the air.

Favorite hobby: Digging giant holes in the backyard.

She is a Super Destructo Excavator.
Strangest dream: I won the limbo contest.
If I weren’t a dog I’d be a: Librarian, because I am very, very quiet.

Early Sunday morning, October 5, 2014, Donna 
Drake started her five hour drive from the Dallas 
area to Houston, to pick up 2 Irish Wolfhound pup-
pies. She had no idea what to expect.

The puppies were housed in a separate area from 
the adult wolfhounds. After a brief visit to see the 
puppies she was taken to the area where the adults 
were housed. What she saw was heart breaking 
and emotionally difficult to describe even today.

The girls were referred to by number and estimated 
to be approximately 3 months old. One of the girls 
was severely underweight at 17 pounds, weak with 
general muscular wasting. The other girl was ap-
proximately 25 and appeared in slightly better con-
dition. On arrival at the SPCA on September 12, 
both were saturated with urine, covered in feces 
and infested with live fleas and flea dirt. They were 
also found to be positive for hookworm, guardia 
and demodex. They were cleaned up and started 
on treatment for worms, diarrhea and fleas.

There was just something about the tiny one with 
bright, dark eyes and a sweet, hopeful expression. 
That was when she became Sweetie. She was so 
weak she had trouble walking from the house to 
the grass, so the patio became her potty area for 
about a month. She also never barked in the begin-

ning. After the first week Donna scheduled a visit to her vet for an exam and bloodwork. What the 
blood work revealed to us was liver dysfunction. In early Nov. she underwent a nuclear medicine 
study with ultrasound that confirmed a large, intrahepatic portosystemic shunt within the mid liver. 
After being in her care for the first month her weight went from 17 pounds to 26 pounds.

The next step was for her to have a consultation with an Sweetie, #644 A lucky puppy was one of 
the first hounds to leave the Houston SPCA bound for Dallas. The next step was for her to have a 
consultation with an internal medicine vet for medical management and treatment options. After 
the consultation she was placed on a prescription hepatic diet. She was also placed on Lactulose 
and antibiotic (Lactulose is a laxative to help rid the intestines of ammonia toxins produced in the 
liver). Almost immediately after starting the hepatic diet and medications her strength increased. 
She became very active when out with the other dogs, her weight was up to 40 pounds and she 
discovered her bark which she exercised frequently and loudly.

Her next appointment with the internal medicine vet was in early February approximately 3 
months after starting medical management, her weight was up to 63 pounds. Long term treat-
ment options discussed included medical management, surgical correction of the shunt or a new 
minimally invasive procedure called Percutaneous Transjugular Coil Embolization (PTCE). It was 
decided early on that the complicated surgical procedure was not an option for Sweetie due to 
the size and location of her shunt. PTCE looked promising but is a new procedure only being 
done at a few centers across the US. Luckily, Texas A&M Veterinary Teaching Hospital is one of 
those centers.

February was a special month for Sweetie and her household. On February 15, 2015, the Drake’s 
final adoption of Sweetie was approved by SCIWC.

On April 2, 2015, Sweetie and Donna traveled to Texas A&M to start the evaluation. As of May 
14, 2015 no decision has been made. As we wait, Sweetie continues to progress with medical 
management, as of May 11, her weight was up to 80 pounds. She loves being outside with the 
other dogs (3 wolfhounds and a three-legged greyhound) and gets involved in the chase when 
they try to catch squirrels. Sweetie is a friendly, tail wagging, outgoing youngster who loves to 
visit Petsmart, Three Dog Bakery and go for walks in the neighborhood. She seems to think any 
person or dog she encounters on her outings are there just for her.

We don’t know what is in store for Sweetie but we do know that she is enjoying life now. If she 
crossed the Rainbow Bridge tomorrow she has had a caring, loving home for the last 7 months. 
We are hopeful she will be with us for many months and hopefully, years to come.

Many thanks to SCIWC, the tireless volunteers in the Houston area and the foster/adoptive 
homes for all of these dogs.

Early Sunday morning, October 5, 2014, Donna Drake 
started her five hour drive from the allas area to ouston, 
to pick up  Irish olfhound puppies. She had no idea what 
to expect.

The puppies were housed in a separate area from  
the adult wolfhounds.  After a brief visit to see the puppies 
she was taken to the area where the adults were housed.  

hat she saw was heart breaking and emotionally difficult 
to describe even today. 

The girls were referred to by number and estimated to be 
approximately  months old. ne of the girls was severely 
underweight at  pounds, weak with general muscular 
wasting. The other girl was approximately  and appeared 
in slightly better condition. n arrival at the S CA on 
September , both were saturated with urine, covered in 
feces and infested with live fleas and flea dirt.  They were 
also found to be positive for hookworm, guardia and  
demodex.  They were cleaned up and started on treatment 
for worms, diarrhea and fleas.  

There was ust something about the tiny one with bright, 
dark eyes and a sweet, hopeful expression. That was when 
she became Sweetie. She was so weak she had trouble 
walking from the house to the grass, so the patio became 
her potty area for about a month.  She also never barked in 
the beginning.  After the first week onna scheduled a visit 
to her vet for an exam and  bloodwork.  hat the blood 
work revealed to us was liver dysfunction.  In early ov. she 
underwent a nuclear medicine study with ultrasound that 
confirmed a large, intrahepatic  portosystemic shunt within 
the mid liver. After being in her care for the first month her 
weight went from  pounds to  pounds.

The next step was for her to have a consultation with an 

Sweetie, #644
A lucky puppy was one of the first hounds to leave the ouston S CA  
bound for allas.

The next step was for her to have a consultation with an internal medicine vet for medical management and treatment 
options.  After the consultation she was placed on a prescription hepatic diet. She was also placed on actulose and 
antibiotic ( actulose is a laxative to help rid the intestines of ammonia toxins produced in the liver).  Almost immediately 
after starting the hepatic diet and medications her strength increased. She became very active when out with the other 
dogs, her weight was up to  pounds and she discovered her bark which she exercised fre uently and loudly. 

er next appointment with the internal medicine vet was in early ebruary approximately  months after starting  
medical management, her weight was up to  pounds.  ong term treatment options discussed included medical 
management, surgical correction of the shunt or a new minimally invasive procedure called ercutaneous  
Trans ugular Coil mboli ation ( TC ).  It was decided early on that the complicated surgical procedure was not an op-
tion for Sweetie due to the si e and location of her shunt. TC  looked promising but is a new procedure only  
being done at a few centers across the S.  uckily, Texas A M eterinary Teaching ospital is one of those centers.  

ebruary was a special month for Sweetie and her household. n ebruary , , the rake s final adoption of 
Sweetie was approved by SCI C. 

n April , , Sweetie and onna traveled to Texas A M to start the evaluation.  As of May ,  no decision 
has been made.  As we wait, Sweetie continues to progress with medical management, as of May , her weight was 
up to  pounds.  She loves being outside with the other dogs (  wolfhounds and a three-legged greyhound) and gets 
involved in the chase when they try to catch s uirrels. Sweetie is a friendly, tail wagging, outgoing youngster who loves 
to visit etsmart, Three og akery and go for walks in the neighborhood. She seems to think any person or dog she 
encounters on her outings are there ust for her.

e don t know what is in store for Sweetie but we do know that she is en oying life now.  If she crossed the Rainbow 
ridge tomorrow she has had a caring, loving home for the last  months.  e are hopeful she will be with us for many 

months and hopefully, years to come.

Many thanks to SCI C, the tireless volunteers in the ouston area and the foster adoptive homes for all of these dogs. 
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The Irish Wolfhound Foundation
The purpose of the Foundation is to promote the 
appreciation, knowledge, and understanding of 

Irish Wolfhounds by raising and allocating funds 
for research, education, and rescue.

Presidents 
Message

 

June 2015
 I am just back from the National 

Specialty that was held in Greeley 
Colorado, what a great event it was. 
I have to brag a bit having bred, 
owned and handled this year’s best 
of breed winner, CH Hound Hill 
Vale of Aerie, what a thrill! That 
aside, I wanted to say it was great 
to meet so many Foundation sup-
porters in person that I would not 
normally see east of the Mississippi. 

As you all know, it takes many 
volunteers to pull such an event 
together, I thank each and every 
one that was involved in this year’s 
National. Show Chair Tracey Luty 
and her able show committee put on 
an event that was relaxed, fun, and 
full of good sportsmanship inside 
and out of the show ring. 

The overall atmosphere was so 
welcoming in contrast to the last 
few years when things where so 
contentious. The AGM was quiet 
and respectful; the reconvening of 
the AGM the next day was also 
productive and without drama. I 
was glad that the IWCA Board ap-
proved a schedule change for the 
AGM so the Judges dinner could be 
enjoyed in a relaxed setting without 
the opportunity for some folks to 
grandstand and ruin the end of a 
great week. 

A few more to thank: To Belle 
McCluskey who did a wonderful 
job organizing the auction which 
is a major fundraiser for the IWCA 
and the Foundation, well done Belle 
and committee; to our own Frances 
Abrams, Mariellen Dentino, and 
of course Dr. Bill for all their hard 
work with health testing; to Mel 
Mercer for sharing a well-received 
presentation on the “Texas 72” res-
cue efforts. The Foundation is hop-
ing to bring Mel East this October 
so she can share that with the rest 
of us here on the east coast. We will 
keep you posted, a must see.

I wish everyone a happy and 
healthy summer,

With Best Regards,
Doug Marx – IWF President

Rosie, #643
Early on, Autumn Rose, aka Rosie, became the HSPCA Poster Hound. 
She was anaemic, emaciated, tick infested and heartworm positive.

Rosie was one of the sicker hounds identified at  
the HSPCA needing additional medical attention.  
She was suffering from an upper respiratory infection  
that ultimately killed several of the weakest hounds.  
When she was stable enough to be released from  
the HSPCA clinic, she was relayed to the Dallas area. 
On arrival, Dr. Melanie Mercer oversaw her medical 
treatment and remains engaged in her recovery to 
this day. During the course of the rescue operation, 
a direct email address was set up by Dr. Mercer and 
made accessible to all the Fosters so they could  
easily communicate as medical conditions arose, 
expediting treatment of the Texas hounds where  
necessary. Rosie now resides with JoHannah, a  
a valued member of the SCIWC Rescue Committee. 
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John & Marilyn Allen

Celeste Atkinson

Kendel Avevor

Gloria K Barrick

  IMO: Chuck Barrick

Christopher C Bechtoldt             

Patricia H Berkovitz

Peter & Kathy Blakney 
IMO: Maggie

Robert Blanchard

Eric & Ellen Blockhus 
IMO: Chuck Barrick

Ellen & Jeff  Bogart

Louise Bouchat-Laird

Brigid Boyle

Jane K Brown 
IMO: Finn

Phyllis E Buck

Ann F  Burke

Lesley C Byrne

Cheryl & Ron Callander

Ben Carter

Judith Chantelois

Virginia Chapin

Carolyn Cobb

Mary Conroy

Jane Cottrell

Martine Creces

Jim & Barbara Crosby 
IMO: Pony Crosby

Desert Irish Wolfhound 

 Association

Karla & Thomas Donahue 
IMO: Dr Charles Barrick

Blaine Elkins

Elaine R Ellis

Joseph J Fater

Gayle Fikentscher

Barbara Cape Findlay 
IMO: Liam CGC, TDI

Pat A Fostvedt-Oxendale

Tom & Margo Gilliland

Evelyn Graham

Great Lakes Irish Wolf-
hound

 Association 

Donna Greene

Ann Hammond

Janette Hankins

Bernardine K Harford

William Haskins

Anna E Henry

Thomas & Alice Housen

Tonya Hull 
IMO: Willie

Sharon & Mark Humphrey

Eugenia C Hunter

Joi  Inbody & Brandon 
Welch

Irish Wolfhound  
Association of New 
England 

Irish Wolfhound  
Association of the  
Garden State

Irish Wolfhound  
Association

 of the Mid-South    

Irish Wolfhound Club of 

 Victoria (Australia) 

Irish Wolfhound Society 
UK

Stuart C Jenkins

Linda Karmann

Jeffery Kaye

Frances Kindred

Guidetta Kneavel

Randi L Kutschinski

Arlene Leachman

Marian Levin 
IMO: Tailstorm  
Karantara Helix

Maria Lubera

Susan J Marshall

Susan McAdams

Berry M McCain

McCallum Family

 Foundation

Elizabeth J McCosh-Lilie

Lisa McKinney

Harry & Jean Minnier

Bernadette Mitrakul 
IMO: Ronan

Michael Moon

Mt Ararat Foundation

Joseph Murphy

Alesia Napier

Marian Nolan

William G O’Brien

Claire M Parker

Jeanne Patterson 
IMO: Knocknarea Zacob

Sheila Peyton

Joe & Donna Pitt

Potomac Valley Irish

 Wolfhound Club

Rose Mary Pries

Audrey Rajec

Jennifer Redline

Leslie Rugaber

Connie Ryan 
IMO: Charles Barrick

Mary Ryan

John G  Ryan

Linda W Savage 
IMO: Joanne Giordano

Kim & Austin Schaffter

Susan Z Shebelsky

Christine Shippling 
IMO: Strider

Carole Silverthorne

Laura Slater 
IMO: Shae Bergh

Judy Snyder

Kim Staman

Brigitta Stolpe

Donna Stottlemyer

Sylvia Tamm 
IMO: Gwen Centeno

Roger Tebbutt

Mari E Thomas 
IMO: Robert Elzer DVM,

   Phd

Jean Timmins

Denise Tokarcik

Martha A Traylor

Irene Turner 
IMO: Paddy & Murphy

Anne S Varney

Annette Vaudin

Deborah Veiench

Shahna Voita

Loren & Erika Walden

Frances J Warren

Katherine Welch

Kathy Welling

Western Washington 
Hound

 Association Inc.

Anne  C Williams

Howard  B Wittels

Duane & Kathi Yorke 
IMO: Berrigan

Janis Zuleeg 

Thank You Texas 72 Donors
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Michelle Andrews
Patricia H Berkovitz
Ewa Boldok
Sharon Bothwell
Janne E Bowen-Williams
Darlene M Branges 

IHO: Ms Ann Wilkins
Jordyn Brazil 

 IMO: Sammy
Donna Brown 

 IMO: Uncle Marv
Jill Bryson 

 IHO: Kathy &  Stu 
Dykstra

Jill Bryson 
 IMO: Yogi

Elizabeth Chastain 
IMO: Jim Dentino

Connie M Clausen
Shannon Collier 

IMO: Grainne
Sarah Cross
Risha Culpit-Berzins 

IMO: Aidan
Nicole M Fischer
John E  Fitzgerald
Sally & Robert Fontanetta
Jeanne F Fullerton
Jocelyne Gagne

Michael J Gallagher 
 IMO: Chuck Barrick

Eva Giordano 
IMO: Willow

Stanley Graham
Jeff & Kristy Herbert 

IMO: Donna DiStefano
Irish Wolfhound Asso-

ciation of the Delaware 
Valley 
IMO: Ralph Chapin 

Irish Wolfhound Club of 
 America
Richard Kallus MD
Kay F Katzer
Kneller Family Foundation
Sue Kretzmer
Margaret LaRosa 

IMO: Gus Wilkins
Arlene Leachman 

IMO: Fugue
Lenovo Employees Care
Anne Linden
Maria Lubera 

IMO: Aidan
Tracey Luty 

IMO: Charles Barrick
Cynthia S Martin
Amy Meyer 

IHO: Judd

David Milne
Jean & Harry Minnier 

IMO: Mary Ryan’s 
“Luke”

Ch Erinwood Baritone
Betty C  Monger  

IHO: The Hounds of 
Aran

Karyl L Morrison
Dagmar Neilsen
Carol Noel
O.K.I. Gazehound 
 Organization
Mary M O’Brien 

IMO: Rosie & Conor
Mary O’Malley
Shelia Peyton 

IMO: William S Pfarrer
Pfizer Foundation 

 Matching Gift Program
Dr  N Bruce & Cyn-

thia
 Pitsinger  
 Diane & Richard E 

Reba
Cheryl M Rice
Alex Riva
Rocky Mountain Irish
 Wolfhound Association
Susan Z Shebelsky

Connie Smalley 
IMO: Fugue

Connie Smalley 
IMO: Bernard

Connie Smalley 
IMO: Arthur Andrews

Connie Smalley 
IMO: Aidan

Connie Smalley 
IMO: Piggy

Marcia Walsh 
IMO: Frosty The  
Showman

Joan Ward 
 IMO: Edie Dixon

Stephen P Weir
Anne  B Worthmann
  Memorial for a friend 

who dearly loved our 
hounds

The Irish Wolfhound Foundation gratefully acknowledges contributions from the following supporters

IWF Research Committee Members
Mariellen Dentino, MD, Chairman
Janice M. Bright, BSN, MS, DVM, 

DACVIM 
Margret Casal, Dr. Med Vet, PhD, 

Diplomate EUCAR
Anne Janis, MS
Nathaniel B. Sutter, PhD
Alice Timmerman, DVM 
William D. Tyrrell Jr., DVM,  

DACVIM 
Frances Abrams, PhD,  

Administrative Coordinator  
Frances.abrams@att.net

Irish Wolfhound Foundation – Rescue Grant Report 
 

The end of December, 2014 brought us one more Rescue Grant request for $189.39.    

 

Date    IW  Amount  State 

December 8, 2014  Male  $189.39  GA 

Final Reimbursement Total for 2014 - $1,590.25 

 

2015 

February 16, 2015  Female $323.80  MI 

 

 

Update on the Houston, TX rescue situation – Most of the rescue hounds have now been 

spayed and neutered.  There are only 13 hounds left to be altered.   

 

Below is the breakdown for those hounds still to be spayed/neutered: 

 

RMIWA – Complete 

Mary Ryan & PVIWC -- 2 hounds 

SCIWC – 11 hounds  

 

One hound in the PVIWC group gave birth shortly after arrival to 4 puppies.  Those hounds will 

also be altered at the appropriate age.    

Every bill submitted for these rescue hounds has been paid in full, due to the generosity of all 

who donated funds.  Many thanks!!   

 

Jean A. Minnier – IWCA & IW Foundation – Rescue Chair   

 



The Irish Wolfhound Foundation, Inc. 
Focus

 537 Hack man Rd.
Lititz, PA 17543

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

You Can Count on US ---- Can We Count on You?
With your donations the IWF is taking steps to insure your hounds will have a healthier future.

Please use my contribution for the following:

___Research     ___Education     ___Rescue     ___Wherever it’s needed most

Name:___________________________________________________________
Address:__________________________________________________________
City/State/zip:_____________________________________________________
Country:__________________________________________________________
Email:____________________________________________________________

All donations to The Irish Wolfhound Foundation are tax-deductable.

Make checks payable to: The Irish Wolfhound Foundation, Inc 
Mail to: The Irish Wolfhound Foundation, Inc. 

David Milne, Treasurer— 150 Creek Rd— Phillipsburg, NJ 08865

 

Remember the last time you had to euthanize your wolfhound? 
Whether your hound was two or ten, it was too soon.  No matter what the cause of death you wonder if there was 

more you could have done.   Well you can.  We are the stewards of this breed and your donations can make a 
difference. 

 
Please use my contribution for the following: 

___Research     ___Education     ___Rescue     ___Wherever it’s needed most 

 
Name:___________________________________________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________________________ 

City/State/zip:_____________________________________________________ 

Country:__________________________________________________________ 

Email:____________________________________________________________ 

 

All donations to The Irish Wolfhound Foundation are tax-deductable. 
 

Check payable to: The Irish Wolfhound Foundation, Inc 


